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INTRODUCTION

Meghalaya, renowned as the 'Abode of Clouds," offers more than just breathtaking landscapes and a rich cultural
heritage. One of its treasures lies in its pineapple farming sector, which has been a cornerstone of the state's
agricultural economy for decades. Pineapple farming not only contributes significantly to the state's economy
but also plays a pivotal role in the livelihoods of thousands of farmers across the region. With its unique climatic
conditions and fertile soils, Meghalaya has emerged as a prime location for cultivating high-quality pineapples,
particularly the renowned "Khasi" variety for many farmers. Known for its succulent taste and unique flavor,
Meghalaya's pineapple has gained recognition both nationally and internationally. However, like any agricultural
endeavor, pineapple farming comes with its own set of challenges and opportunities. Farmers grapple with
issues ranging from limited access to markets and fluctuating prices to pests and diseases affecting crop yield.
Despite these obstacles, there is undeniable potential for growth and prosperity in this sector. Innovative farming
practices, value addition, and market linkages can transform these challenges into opportunities, paving the way
for enhanced incomes and improved livelihoods for pineapple farmers.

This article delves into the various aspects of pineapple farming in Meghalaya, highlighting the efforts to
empower farmers and enhance their incomes for the development of Viksit Bharat (developed India).

Prospects of Pineapple farming in Meghalaya:

High Demand: Meghalaya's pineapples are not just fruits; they are ambassadors of the state's agricultural
prowess. The fruit's unique taste and quality have led to its recognition as a Geographical Indication (GI) product.
The GI tag has further elevated its demand, fetching premium prices in markets across India and abroad.

Value Addition: Beyond the fresh fruit market, there's a growing trend towards pineapple-based products.
Pineapple wine, vinegar, and even textile fibers derived from the plant's leaves are gaining popularity. These
value-added products offer diversified income sources for farmers.

Sustainable Practices: Meghalaya's traditional farming methods, often organic in nature, align well with global
sustainability trends. Embracing and promoting these methods not only ensures product quality but also
resonates with environmentally conscious consumers.

Empowering Pineapple Farmers:

To empower pineapple farmers in Meghalaya, various government and non-governmental organizations have
initiated programs aimed at providing technical know-how, financial assistance, and market linkages. These
initiatives focus on improving agricultural practices, enhancing productivity, and ensuring sustainable
cultivation methods.

The Meghalaya Horticulture Department, in collaboration with agricultural universities and research institutes,
conducts training programs and workshops for pineapple farmers. These sessions cover topics such as land
preparation, nursery management, pest and disease management, and post-harvest handling techniques.
Furthermore, financial support in the form of subsidies, loans, and grants is provided to farmers for purchasing
quality planting material, fertilizers, and equipment. This assistance enables farmers to invest in their farms,
thereby improving productivity and profitability.

Challenges in Pineapple farming in Meghalaya:

Infrastructure: Despite the high-quality produce, infrastructure bottlenecks remain a concern. The absence of
adequate cold storage and transportation facilities often results in significant post-harvest losses.

Market Linkage: While the demand is robust, accessing premium markets and negotiating fair prices remain
hurdles for many farmers. Farmer-producer groups and cooperatives can play a pivotal role in bridging this gap.
Pests and Diseases: Pineapple crops are susceptible to various pests and diseases. Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) techniques and disease-resistant varieties can mitigate these challenges.

Overcoming Challenges:

Despite its potential, pineapple farming in Meghalaya faces several challenges, including:
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. Market Access: Limited market access and lack of proper marketing infrastructure pose challenges for
farmers in reaching consumers directly. Initiatives to establish farmer-producer cooperatives and linkages with
retail chains are underway to address this issue.

o Pest and Disease Management: Pest infestations and diseases such as fusarium wilt and mealybug can
significantly impact pineapple yields. Integrated pest management strategies and the promotion of disease-
resistant varieties are being implemented to mitigate these risks.

. Transportation and Logistics: The remote and hilly terrain of Meghalaya makes transportation of
produce a logistical challenge, leading to post-harvest losses. Improving road connectivity and cold chain
infrastructure are essential to address this issue and ensure the timely delivery of fresh pineapples to markets.

Enhanced Incomes for Viksit Bharat:

By addressing these challenges and empowering pineapple farmers, Meghalaya aims to enhance their incomes
and contribute to the development of a prosperous and developed India (Viksit Bharat). Increased productivity,
improved market linkages, and sustainable farming practices not only benefit farmers but also strengthen the
agricultural sector and stimulate economic growth.

SUGGESTIONS

Capacity Building: Empowering farmers through workshops, exposure visits, and training sessions on modern
farming techniques can boost productivity and quality.

Infrastructure Development: Collaborative efforts involving government and private sectors can fast-track
infrastructure development, addressing storage and transportation challenges.

Market Access: Digital platforms and e-commerce can provide direct market access to farmers, reducing
dependency on intermediaries.

Research and Development: Continued R&D in pineapple farming can lead to the development of new varieties,
better farming practices, and innovative products, keeping Meghalaya's pineapple industry at the forefront.

CONCLUSION

Pineapple farming in Meghalaya presents immense opportunities for farmers to improve their livelihoods and
contribute to the growth of Viksit Bharat, with its rich heritage and promising future, stands at a crucial juncture..
With the right interventions, ranging from infrastructure development to market access and research, the sector
can scale new heights. Through concerted efforts by government agencies, research institutions, and the private
sector, farmers are being empowered with the knowledge, resources, and support necessary to overcome
challenges and achieve sustainable success in pineapple cultivation. With continued focus on innovation,
sustainability, and inclusive growth, pineapple farming in Meghalaya will continue to thrive, benefiting farmers
and the nation alike. As we celebrate the pineapple's journey from being a traditional crop to an emblem of
Meghalaya's agro-economy, let's pledge to support our farmers in every possible way.
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